
TOWN OF GRANBY 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES 
OCTOBER 15, 2012 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order by First Selectman John Adams 
at 7:32 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: John Adams, Ronald Desrosiers, Sally King, B. Scott Kuhnly, Mark Neumann, 

and William F. Smith, Jr., Town Manager, Casey Buchholz and Sarah Wutka, 
Student Liaisons 

 
   I. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

First Selectman John Adams introduced newly appointed Student Liaisons Casey Buchholz 
and Sarah Wutka. 
 
Resident Jim Glenny expressed his concerns to the Board that voters will be confused with 
the wording of the ballot questions about the Charter revisions.  He would like the town to 
clarify in simple terms the wording of the questions and possibly send out a flyer to all 
residents before Election Day. 
 
First Selectman Adams responded the local papers, like the Drummer, would be writing an 
article about the ballot to be published in the issue that comes out before the election.   
 
Resident Heather Monty also expressed concern that the voters will not understand the 
revisions to the charter, as well as the ballot questions as worded.   
 
First Selectman Adams responded by explaining each question that appears on the ballot and 
the result if voted yes or no to either question.  
 

  II. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING 
 

ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman Kuhnly, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0-0) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of September 17, 2012 as 
presented. 
 

 III. UNFINISHED OR TABLED BUSINESS 
 

 No unfinished or tabled business was before the Board.   
 
 IV. BUSINESS 
 

A. Resignations and Appointments to be Considered 
 

There were no resignations.  First Selectman Adams indicated there is one vacancy on the 
Development Commission.  An interested volunteer can contact the Town Committee 
Chairmen B. Scott Kuhnly (R) or Margaret Chapple (D), or the Town Manager’s office for 
further information.   
 

B. Report by the Athletic Fields and Special Projects Building Committee 
 

First Selectman Adams introduced Committee Chairman Ron Durej and members Jim 
Lofink and Ben Perron.  It was noted that Selectman Kuhnly is the liaison between the 
Board and the Committee. 
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Chairman Durej displayed an architectural drawing of the proposed fields and, with a 
power point presentation, he reviewed the basic requirements.  Some of the requirements 
include the track, artificial field, lights, a secondary field, handicap accessible bleachers 
and press box, electrical wiring, and base supports.  The Committee decided to go with a 
mid-grade turf rather than bottom basic or high end that would last just the same amount 
of time as the mid-grade.  The Committee decided to go for a combination of inlaid 
(permanent) and painted markings on the artificial turf.  Lights would be a sports lighting 
system that would be flexible with intensity and more cost effective.  There would be a 
secondary field for soccer, field hockey, and lacrosse.  It was decided that a grandstand 
system would be better than bleachers.  They are more esthetically appealing and the 
boxed-in seating creates space underneath for storage.  This seating would accommodate 
750 people. 
 
Selectman Desrosiers asked about specifications for everything and it was noted that 
specifications would be included in the bid document.  The committee has done due 
diligence regarding the purchase of turf and track materials.  The proposed plan would 
include that the town purchase materials directly through the Capitol Region Education 
Council (CREC).   
 
The Committee also reviewed the press box, fencing, parking, and the relocation of the 
softball field.  It was noted the location of the grandstand would be relocated to the 
opposite side of the field, to avoid looking into the bright afternoon sun.  The fields meet 
ADA requirements.  The school coaches have reviewed the drawings and all are in favor 
of the proposed plan. 

 
The Committee is working to meet the budgeted cost estimates.  They are looking at a 
completion date of fall 2013.   
 

C. Presentation by Public Works on Solid Waste and Recycling 
 

Sally Crapser, Recycling Coordinator, addressed the Board and reviewed how Granby’s 
recycling has grown over the years.  Granby now generates about 5,000 tons (including 
commercial) of solid waste and around 1,500 tons of curbside recycling material annually.  
The most recent method of curbside collection is the larger 95-gallon barrel for recycling 
and the smaller 65-gallon barrel for trash. 
 
Ms. Crapser spoke about initiatives to help increase recycling awareness, including a 
Recycling Poster Contest in the intermediate schools.  The website and Drummer are 
updated on a regular basis, as well as displays at the Library.  There was a successful 
paper-shredding event last May.  Mattress recycling was implemented in August and 
opportunities for recycling asphalt shingles are being explored. 
 
Granby has been very successful with their recycling and it is hoped it will continue and 
grow as time goes on.  It saves money in the long run.   
 
 
 
 
 



BOS MINUTES 
10/15/12 
Page 3 
 
 

D. Consideration of Agreement with Granby Municipal Employees Association, Local 
399, Council #4 (GMEA) 
 
Town Manager Smith reported there have been several months of contract negotiations 
with GMEA.  Recent discussions have resulted in a proposed agreement and the GMEA 
membership approved the contract on September 25, 2012.  
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman King, seconded by Selectman Kuhnly, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0-0) to accept the proposed contract.  
 

   V. TOWN MANAGER REPORTS 
 

A. Review of Regulations Concerning the Keeping of Chickens on Residential Property 
 

Town Manager Smith indicated this issue is essentially a zoning matter and was sent to 
the Planning and Zoning Commission for their consideration.  The Commission 
determined that “keeping chickens” means keeping chickens on your property and they 
should not be free to roam on other people’s property.  
 

B. Budget Operations Report – September 2012 
 

Town Manager Smith reported collections are at 54%, essentially the same as previous 
years at this time.  There was nothing new to report on revenues or expenditures.  
Everything is pretty much on target. 
 

C. Update on Storm Alfred Disaster Recovery 
 
The town has been notified by the State of Connecticut that their reimbursement approval 
is $1,444,483 from FEMA.  The town’s portion is $481,494 for a total of $1,925,977.  The 
money from FEMA is expected within the next month that will put the General Fund 
balance back at just over 5%.   
 

  VI. FIRST SELECTMAN REPORTS (John Adams) 
 

No report. 
 
 VII. SELECTMAN REPORTS (Sally King, Vice Chairman, Ronald Desrosiers, B. Scott 

Kuhnly, and Mark Neumann and Casey Buchholz and Sarah Wutka, Student Liaisons) 
 

No reports. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

ON A M0TION by Selectman Kuhnly, seconded by Selectman Desrosiers, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0-0) to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       William F. Smith, Jr. 
       Town Manager 


